
Maranatha Evangelical  Free  Church  

Getting to Know our Elder Candidates 

 
Our nominating committee has selected two candidates for the Elder Board.  We would like to 

introduce these candidates to you:  

Scott Carlson  

Scott has been part of the Maranatha family for the past five years and part of the Rice Lake 

community for over twenty years. He and his wife, Sabrina, have a 

daughter, Hannah, who is in seventh grade.  Scott enjoys being an 

actively involved member of Maranatha.  He serves on the worship 

team, leads a small group, and he and Sabrina currently serve as 

leaders in our AWANA program.  Scott recognizes the need for the 

church to be culturally relevant while adhering firmly to God’s Word.  He 

feels that providing the means to equip families and individuals in 

deepening their relationships with Christ to be a vital role of the church 

body. 

So who is Jim Holmes? 

Elder Candidate: Have you recently looked at the list of spiritual and personal requirements of 

elders in, for instance, I Tim 3:1-7?  Wow, what an awesome set of expectations and 

responsibilities.  It's not possible to be nor to do all those things by one's own efforts, but only 

through the Holy Spirit's working  in and through an imperfect vessel.   

Maranatha is a wonderful body of believers and eldership of this local 

body of Christ involves not only overseeing the workings of our church, 

but also ministering to the members in care, serving, and teaching.  A 

tall order.  Even a bit scary.  But an exciting prospect! 

Believer: Salvation is not just praying a prayer of repentance and trust, 

but it is also walking daily with Christ, precious and loving and coming 

again! 

Family: I am the blessed husband of one wife (Mary) (June 30th is 45 years), two daughters and 

two sons-in-law (Carie and John Peterson; Janet and Alan Lindstrom) and probably at the top of 

the list, 3 grandsons (Caleb, Tom and Ethan Peterson), all loving and serving the Lord. 

Community Member: For work, John and I are having a great time raising sheep. I keep bees. 

For service, I am as active as possible in Barron Kiwanis. 

Current Interests: Too busy (and old?) for sailing on Lake Superior any more, I am now involved 

in radio control model planes. 

If you see either of these two guys around, please introduce yourself and allow them the 

opportunity to get to know you.   

 

A  Word  From  Our Elders 

Ju ly 2011  

Upcoming Events 
 July 4— Happy 

Independence Day (Church 
Office will be closed) 

 July 10 & 17—Sunday, 
Special Meeting for 
questions concerning budget, 
elder nominees, by-law 
changes, and any questions 
you may have for our elders 
regarding our Annual 
Business items in Pastor 
Paul’s office from 10:00-10:30 
AM.  

 July 11-15—―Big Apple 

Adventure‖ A full week of 
Vacation Bible School for kids 
ages 4 years through 5th 
grade, Monday –Friday,  9:00 
AM-Noon. 

 July 13—Wednesday, Youth 

Cookout at Graese’s, north of 
Rice Lake at 6:00 PM 

 July 16—Saturday, Fishing 

Fellowship at  Silver Lake 
near Cumberland.  Potluck 
starts at noon. Bring a dish to 
pass and your table settings. 

 July 16 & 17—Saturday & 

Sunday, Gaylen Nagel, 
District Superintendent of the 
Forest Lakes District will 
speak at Maranatha’s worship 
services  

 July 20—Wednesday, Young 

at Heart (Age 55+) will meet 
at noon at Ray & Val 
Caldwell’s for a grill-out and 
potluck.  Please sign up at 
the bulletin board for what 
you can bring. 

 July 24—Sunday, Maranatha 

Membership Annual Business 
Meeting at 1:00 PM in the 
fellowship hall. 

 July 31—Sunday, Maranatha 

Worship at the City Park band 
shell at 10:30 AM. Picnic 
following. Meat is provided, 
bring a dish to pass.  

July 



Oh! say, can you see, 

by the dawn's early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous 

fight, 

O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly 

streaming? 

And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 

Oh! say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

Please include these people in your prayers: 

Marilyn Longseth, Roxanne Raddenbach, Lois 
Northey, Laura Hill, Richard Hansen, Stan Oftedahl, 
Darlene Strohmeyer, Millie Bjugstad, Pat Swanson, 
Patricia Randall, Richard & Violet Fossum,  Loni 
Wold, Colin Wessman, Ryan Ebner,  Amanda 
Stariha, Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, Paul 
Green’s step-brother Tom, Jeanne Stricklen’s brother 
Tom, Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn,  Craig 
Severud’s dad Todd, Al Davidson’s mother Pearl, 
Fran Reich’s son Wally, Pavick’s son Jeremiah, 
Kathy Fladten’s sister Vicky, Don & Bernadette 
Park’s son Bruce, Rose Benson’s 20-year old 
granddaughter, Sharon Carlson’s sister Helen, Sandy 
Hodge’s sister Jo, Kee Prusinski’s brother Korban & 
Tanya Miller,  Flohr’s nephew Joshua, Pinkerton’s 
friends Mike & Joanne Nelson, Culver’s former son-
in-law Rick,   Ginny Proffitt’s cousin's wife Robbie,  
Julie Reid’s cousin Becky, Fenton’s friend Jerry, 
Shirlee Lucken’s friend Marsha Williams, Mary 

“But God 
has surely 

listened and 
heard my voice 
in prayer.  Praise 
be to God, who 
has not rejected 
my prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Potter’s sisters Dorothy & Ruth, Patsy 
Danovsky’s brother Perry, Stan Stoeberl’s 
cousins-the Anez family, Nancy Peterson’s 
friend Nancy Erickson, Carol Montgomery’s 
brother Ronnie. 

Serving in the military: Herrick’s friend Joe 
Rampson serving in the Navy.   

Praises:   Our high school graduates:  Sarah 
Almquist, Katie Bjugstad, Mitch Checalski, 
Luke Corton,  Anne Fenton, Annie Gil, 
Shannon Harris, Ben Heer,  David Kaus, 
Patrick Swanson, and Eric VanBruggen.  New 
members to Maranatha Ev. Free Church:  Mark 
& Chris Edwards, Dan & 
Janette Young and Zach and 
Jody Guertin. 

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

Women’s Potting Class— 

Getting Summer off to a Good start... 

Big thank you goes out to Leah Margan (for sharing her special gift), Paul Hodge and Bill McClain (for helping 
with set up and take down), Shirlee Lucken and Dube Culver (for delicious cookies) and Sandy Hodge, Rose and 
Glen Wegner (clean up and take down).  They made my job easy.  Cindy McClain, Director of Women’s Ministries 

 

(Last Stanza) 

Oh! thus be it ever when free men shall stand 

Between their loved homes and the war's desolation, 

Blest with victory and peace, may the Heaven rescued 

land 

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a 

nation. 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 

And this be our motto, "In God is our trust." 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

Do You Know The Lyrics to the Star Spangled Banner? 



Who Is Samuel Holton? 

 Sam Holton owned a shoe store in Boston in the 1850’s. One day, his 17

-year-old nephew Dwight, from Northfield, Massachusetts, appeared looking for 

work. He had left home looking for a future and, unable to find work, found the prospects rather dismal.  

Holton took him on with the stipulation that Dwight attend his church.   

 Dwight got the job and kept the commitment. His Sunday School teacher was a man named Edward 

Kimball.  Kimball accepted Dwight into his class. He told Dwight of the love of Christ. Dwight had grown up in 

Unitarian family with an alcoholic father who had died at age 41 when Dwight was just four years old.  Kimball 

reportedly said, “I magnify the infinite grace of God as bestowed upon [Dwight], that I have seen few persons 

whose minds were spiritually darker than was his when he came into my Sunday School class; and I think that the 

committee of the Mount Vernon Church seldom met an applicant for membership more unlikely ever to become a 

Christian of clear and decided views of Gospel truth, still less to fill any extended sphere of public usefulness.”  

 Dwight moved to Chicago in 1857 and became a successful shoe salesman. In a district known 

as ―The Sands‖ or ―Little Hell‖, he established a Sunday School in an abandoned tavern.  He left shoe 

sales, and became a missionary for the YMCA. He made nine mission trips to Civil War battlefields 

with the YMCA. After the great Chicago fire on October 8, 1871, which destroyed his church and his 

home, Dwight took his ministry to the world as the evangelist D. L. Moody.  

 Moody’s ministry has touched the lives of millions with the proclamation of the gospel.  The 

threads of our Lord’s touch through the lives of ordinary people are impossible to trace and cannot be fully 

known. James Riley and Alta Leach attended Moody Bible Institute (founded by Moody in Chicago in 1886) in 

the 1940’s.  They married and had five children: Linda, Jim, Laura, Tim, and Anita.  All are faithful servants of 

the Lord.  Jim and Linda demonstrated the love of Christ in their lives and shared His love with Lawrence D. 

Anderson, whose mind was at least as ―spiritually dark‖ as Moody’s.  

Looking through God’s window, no one whom He has created is insignificant. “„The Spirit of the Lord is 

on me, because He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for 

the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord‟s 

favor‟. . . . [Jesus] began by saying to them, „Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.‟” (Luke 4:18-19, 

21 NIV)  

Release from the shackles, both earthly and spiritual, that prevent us from serving Christ is real 

freedom. Moody reached into the dregs of Chicago to touch suffering people with a message of 

redemption. The love of Christ was demonstrated in Moody’s concern for those in earthly need and 

extended to their release from poverty of the soul, and spiritual bondage, blindness and oppression 

as well.  

 No redeemed citizen of the Kingdom of God is without a purpose. “Each one should use whatever gift he 

has received to serve others, faithfully administering God‟s grace in its various forms.” (I Peter 4:10 NIV)  

People often say: ―What can I do about the problems of the world?‖ The answer is: ―Whatever the Lord does 

through you as you serve Him.‖ We might be a Samuel Holton, who had mercy on a derelict who needed a job 

and the teaching of godly men. We might be an Edward Kimball. He gave special attention to a needy young man 

and revealed the love Christ has for him. We might be an early D. L. Moody.  He took the message of God’s love 

and grace to the 19th century equivalent of the ―projects‖. People come to Christ in response to demonstrations of 

His love combined with the proclamation of the word. Ordinary people doing ordinary things become 

extraordinary people doing extraordinary things in the hand of our mighty King.  

 

by Lawrence D. Anderson 



Elder Report  

June 2011 

 

Hi, I am Roccy Raymond, a member of the Maranatha Elder Board and I have been asked to give you a report of recent elder 

activities. As background, my wife, Diann and I have been active as members of Maranatha since the early 1980’s. We have three 

daughters and four grandchildren that help keep us busy in our spare time.  

 

The elders have been blessed in recent months to be able to interview candidates for membership. Getting to know a little about 

our new members is one of the most pleasant things that we do. God has blessed Maranatha with many, many special people who 

have made a membership commitment. We were able to welcome two more at our June meeting. 

 

Two things have taken a great deal of elder time and prayer at recent meetings, staffing and preparation of a 2011-2012 budget 

for approval at the annual meeting on July 24, 2011. The proposed budget is included in this report. The elders will also be holding 

two meetings prior to the annual meeting to answer questions ahead of time so we can move quickly through our agenda at the 

annual meeting. These meetings will be held to answer questions in three main areas: 

 

 1. The budget. 

 2. Proposed constitutional amendments as presented in the May Messenger. 

 3. The nominating committee elder candidates.  

 

The question and answer meetings will be held on July 10 and 17 between services. More information will be included in the 

bulletin. 

 

The proposed budget provides for expanded ministries for most teams but represents a little over a 2% decrease over the 2010-

2011 budget:  

Ministry team   2010-2011 Approved  2011-2012 Proposed 

 

Building and Facilities  $ 101,635   $ 65,935* 

Children’s Ministries  $   16,850   $ 20,430 

Congregational Care  $     2,180   $   3,300 

Connecting   Included in next item 

Discipleship/Christian Ed  $     9,600   $ 10,700 

Men’s Ministries   $     4,400   $   5,000 

Missions   $   51,288   $ 53,820 

Student Ministries  $  27,228   $ 17,950 

Women’s Ministries  $    3,470   $   5,710 

Worship and Media  $  15,400   $  10,250 

Elders    $295,230   $326,100** 

Finance    $ 66,000   $  59,400*** 

Hospitality   $   1,440   $   3,400 

  Total   $594,721   $581,995 

 Reduced capital costs; insurance moved to Elder Budget. 

**  Small salary increases; expanded paid staff positions; insurance cost. 

***Reduced interest cost due to special gifts to pay off principal on the Ministry Building Loan. 

 

Please talk to an elder or attend one of the meetings if you have questions. Also, attend the annual meeting. God is doing a 

mighty work at Maranatha and we want to praise him.  

 

On a final note, I will be one of the three elders who will be leaving the board after the annual meeting. It has been my 

pleasure to serve with the other elders for the past five years. God is to be praised for what is happening here.  

In His service--Roccy 

 



3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 

July  2011 

Our Church Office will be closed on Monday, July 4th in honor of Independence Day. 

Awakening Services  will not be meeting for the rest of the summer.  They will resume the Sunday after Labor Day in September.  

Cwx{dre}’s Hxde & Seez Su||er Su}day Scw~~{: Dates f~r Cwx{dre}’s Su}day Scw~~{ in July are July 10, July 17 and July 24 for ages 2 years 
through 4th grade.  Nursery is available every Sunday for children 0– 36 months in our nurseries in the main building. 

Special Meetings for Questions Regarding Annual Business Items —Sundays, July 10th & 17th,  anyone wishing to ask questions about the annual 
church meeting (budget, elder nominees, by-law changes) are invited to meet with the elders at the special meetings in the church library at 10-
10:30 AM.  For more information contact Doug Ripplinger at 715-434-6498. 

VBS Volunteer Meeting: Sunday, July 10th (10-10:30 AM) Volunteers are asked to meet in the fellowship hall between the services (10-10:30 AM) for 
a short informational meeting and after worship services (noon) to help set up for Vacation Bible School.  Carrie Wessman (715-651-9272) 

“Bxv A��{e AdLe}ture” Kxd’s Vacatx~} Bxb{e Scw~~{:  Register on Sundays July 3 & 10 in the fellowship hall, then join us Monday-Friday, July 11-15, 9 
AM-Noon here at Maranatha for Games, songs. Adventure and snacks.  For More information contact Ginny Proffitt at 715-719-0678 or Carrie 
Wessman at 715-651-9272. 

Youth Cookout at Graeses (7th-12th Grade) Wednesday July 13th—J~x} us at 6:00 PM at Graese’s yust }~rtw ~f Rxce Laze f~r a c~~z~ut a}d 
fellowship.   

Young at Heart (Age 55+) Wednesday, July 20th. J~x} us at Ray & Va{ Ca{dMe{{’s w~|e at 95 M~}r~e ALe}ue, Rxce Laze f~r a Pxc}xc/P~t{ucz.  Meat 
will be provided. Sign up at the bulletin board inside the fellowship hall  for what you can bring and so we know how many to plan for.   For 
more information contact Lee & Shelby Wohlk at 715-458-2925.. 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING —Members of Maranatha are encouraged to attend the Annual Business Meeting on Sunday, Jul24th at 1:00 PM in the 
church sanctuary.  We will vote on budgets, by-law changes, and other business items.   

remember our Missionaries…  Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you to 
Mwere y~u ca} c{xcz ~} “|xssx~}s.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to the internet, 
please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center Lobby) each month as we update 
it. 

Maranatha worship in the park:  Join us Sunday, July 31, at 10:30 AM for Worship in the Park—by the band shell in the city 
park.  We will not have our regular worship services at the church; Instead meet with us to worship at 10:30 AM, then 
stay and join us for a picnic.  Please bring your Family, lawn chairs, a dish to pass, Beverages & table settings for your 
family.  We will provide the worship, the meat to eat, and the fellowship.  In case of rain,  we will worship in 
Mara}atwa’s Gatwerx}v P{ace x} twe |x}xstry ce}ter s~ brx}v y~ur {aM} cwaxrs, fa|x{y, a dxsw t~ �ass, a}d be ready f~r 
memorable fun!   
 

 

July Announcements 


